
VAN BUREN CO UNTY, M I
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 1,059 1,164 1,278
  Acreage 177,360 206,781 190,251
  Average size (acres) 167 178 149
  M edian size (acres) 73 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 322,034 219,656 164,920
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 66,559 53,374 44,573

Cropland (acres)
  Total 135,761 163,099 147,853
  Harvested 111,235 117,357 103,657
  Irrigated 19,805 19,404 23,763

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 100,641 84,931 69,624
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 95,034 72,965 54,479

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 22,664 10,399 8,461

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 8,413 8,994 10,700
  Beef cows 1,927 2,006 1,424
  M ilk cows 1,997 1,814 1,930
  Hogs and pigs 29,477 52,055 56,167
  Sheep and lam bs 1,344 1,163 1,468
  Layers 13 wks or/older D D D
  Broilers and chicken (sold) D 213 380

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 34,695 38,255 35,282
  Corn, silage or green chop N N N
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 2,539 3,001 4,209
  Barley N N N
  O ats N N N
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 24,702 23,679 9,684
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as D D D
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 12,456 12,775 13,784

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s 104 158 201
  Acreage 12,069 13,734 14,853
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1997 1992 1987
O rchards
  Num ber of farm s 256 312 373
  Acreage 15,480 19,232 18,663

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


